RSV Parent Video Rebecca
English Video Transcript

00:01.31 --> 00:07.09
[Text on screen] Rebecca's RSV Story

00:07.99 --> 00:12.15
[Rebecca Pearce] Hi, I’m Rebecca Pearce, and this is my family’s RSV story.

00:12.79 --> 00:19.68 
In September 2009, my daughters Maren and Lily were born prematurely at 25 weeks and 5 days gestational age. 

00:20.25 --> 00:25.68 
A week after their birth we experienced a life-altering tragedy when Lily died of a sudden infection.

00:25.91 --> 00:31.78
This is when Maren, among many other medical issues, began to have serious problems with her lungs. 

00:32.38 --> 00:35.14
Before Maren’s birth I had never heard of RSV. 

00:35.50 --> 00:44.83 
But because of her prematurity and damaged lungs, she was at high risk of complications from RSV, so while we were still in the hospital, we learned a lot about RSV; 

00:44.95 --> 00:50.76 
what it was, when it was commonly spread, how it was transmitted, and also ways to prevent it.

00:51.63 --> 00:55.41
RSV was like the boogeyman that we wanted to avoid at all costs. 

00:55.73 --> 01:02.44
We were extremely careful to avoid crowded indoor areas, limited visitors, and washed our hands all the time.

01:03.32 --> 01:06.11 
Despite all our efforts, however, she got sick. 

01:06.55 --> 01:12.61 
Maren’s first infection with RSV was unusual if only because it happened just after she turned two years old. 

01:12.72 --> 01:16.62 
Most children are already infected with RSV by the time they are two. 

01:17.15 --> 01:25.24 
It started with a fever, but in the space of a couple of days she quickly developed a cough and, most concerning for us, started to get wheezy. 

01:25.64 --> 01:30.91
When we looked at her chest, we could see she was struggling to breathe, and this was terrifying for us. 

01:31.49 --> 01:37.35 
We took Maren to the emergency room. She was triaged and we quickly saw a doctor in a small private room.

01:37.95 --> 01:46.12 
It turned out that Maren had developed RSV-related pneumonia which sometimes happens when lungs can’t clear bacteria properly because they are inflamed.

01:47.08 --> 01:53.50 
Maren was put on an oxygen monitor and a nose oxygen cannula, which brought us back to the traumatic months after her birth. 

01:54.10 --> 02:02.84 
She was given antibiotics and ended up staying in the hospital for four days, until doctors were sure that her pneumonia was clearing up and that her oxygen levels were safe. 

02:03.24 --> 02:09.75 
We knew that Maren was in good hands medically, but a four-day hospital stay with a two-year-old was not easy for anyone.

02:10.80 --> 02:13.93 
Maren’s hospitalization had a big impact on our life. 

02:14.29 --> 02:18.78 
Both Jason and I took time off work to be with Maren 24 hours a day in the hospital. 

02:19.11 --> 02:30.39 
We were lucky to have sick days available to us, but many parents in the same situation need to take unpaid time off work, so there can be a real financial impact to RSV infections.

02:31.39 --> 02:40.56 
If I could offer advice to other parents based on my experience with RSV, it would be to be very vigilant when their children get sick during RSV season,

02:40.64 --> 02:49.94 
 to carefully monitor their symptoms and to not hesitate to go to the emergency room if their child is not eating, if they are wheezing or having trouble breathing. 

02:50.24 --> 02:57.64 
This is a given for very young children and those who are medically vulnerable, but even healthy children can get very sick with RSV.

02:57.76 --> 03:04.30 
Despite what you might think, all infants are at risk of RSV, including those otherwise healthy and born at term.

03:04.36 --> 03:07.09 
[Sanofi logo]

03:07.24 --> 03:12.33 
[Text on screen] Every patient’s experience is unique, so individual experiences may vary. This person was compensated for their time creating this video. Remember, your doctor is the best source of information, so be sure to ask your doctor any questions you may have.

